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would walk as well as if he had practised and
had many a fall; because the machinery
necessary for walking would have matured in
him automatically, just as the machinerjr for
breathing does in the womb. The case of
the old-fashioned American college may serve,
to support this theory. It blistered young
men's heads for four years and prevented
them from practising anything useful; yet
at the end they were found able to do most
things as well, or twice as well, as their con-
temporaries who had been all that time
apprenticed and chained to a desk. Man-
hood and sagacity ripen of themselves; it*
suffices not to repress or distort them. The
college liberated the young man from the
pursuit of money, from hypocrisy, from the
control of women. He could grow for a time
according to his nature, and if this growth
was not guided by much superior wisdom or
deep study, it was not warped by any serious
perversion ; and if the intellectual world did
not permanently entice him, are we so sure
that in philosophy, for instance, it had any-
thing to offer that was very solid in itself,
or humanly very important ? At least he
learned that such things existed, and gathered